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“…we see that this was a very timely, very far-sighted idea that works 
for the benefit of our nations.“

“Today we can say that it was a great idea.”

“This stimulated us to adopt our program "Nurly Zhol", because the way
to Europe runs across Kazakhstan, Russia, and further.”

Nursultan Nazarbayev 2018 



“In other words, despite the current fear of “Chinese expansion,” 
Central Asian expert communities view China not only as a 
counterbalance to Western influence, but as a worthy alternative 
to Russia, not only in trade but perhaps in sensitive areas 
of national security.” 

Sebastien Peyrouse 2015



"We can't give land to the Chinese. 
If they come then they won't leave!“

“After 25 years, they will stay for 65. After 65 their descendants
will take Kazakhstan's citizenship, and our descendants will be their 
slaves.”

“If we tomorrow give, or distribute, 1 million hectares of land,
it would mean 15 people working per hectare. That means 15 million 
people would be brought from China. If one of those 15
people were to give birth each year, that would be the end. 
In 50 years there would be 50 million Chinese [in Kazakhstan]”

Kazakh Protesters, 2016








